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| PEARL HARBOR-KEY TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN

Nothing of a national import has
occurred during many yvears past con-
cerning whieh there has been such gen-

eral approval as the decision of the

eovernment to make of Pearl Harbor

great naval base, ‘‘the key to the

Pacific
final decision of the President to ree-

a withdrawal from Olongapo

L The announcement of the

ommend
an increase of aetivity at Pearl
by

and
fHiarbor has been
:nfluential newspaper of Amer-
in practically every instance

commented on

v.vr}'
and
Pearl Harbor policy has been ed-

v,
the
dorzed.
from mainland nNewWspapers, published
«i from Maine to the Golden Gate,"’ not
one of which eriticized adversely the
poliey annonnced by the adminisirs-
to mean so much to Hono-

Herewith are given extracts

tion that 1s

Julu in particular and Hawaii in gen _

eral

It 1s
majority of the edi
‘ nted the assumption that Pearl

noticeable, however, that the
torial writers take
for grante i
Harbor became available for the Unit-
el States when the treaty of annexa-
tion between Hawaii and the United
States went into effect Of course,
thiz is an error, although a patural
one. There are others who are under
the impression that Pearl Harbor v‘ras
ceded to the United States as a coah'ng
sintion the first reciproeity
treaty was signed. This is au
shared by many o

when
also

error, AN error
Hawaii.
The Grant Treaty.

The first treaty of reciproeity was
negotiated in 1876, between Secretary
¥ish. under President Grant, and E. H.
Allen, chancellor of the kingdom, rep-
resenting the government of Hawailn
In this treaty the United States was
granted no speeial pri\'i[eg-j's in Pearl
Harhor, although the Hawalian govern-
agreed that it “¢ will not lease or

ment 8
any lien

otherwise dispose of or ereate
any port, harbor or other terri-

upon . :
*= * = or grant any special priv-

tory : :
ilege or right of use therein to any
other government.’’

The Cleveland Renewal.

In 1887 the treaty was renewed for
seven vyears by President Cleveland,
during the
to this renewal that

was negofiations
up the
of Pearl Harbor figured as a
In the local assembly, the
Pearl Harbor over
with

and it
leading
Coession
condition.
question of handing
to America was a tender
and the ministers of the crown
.pt busy during the session l'A!f
intention on their
of the

one

many,
were
1886 in denying any
to

realm. _
The first definite information as to

in the treaty came to

Kk

over any part

part hand

ghe new clause ‘
Honolulu, naturally, in the columns of
The Advertiser. This paper published
the text of the treaty in full hefore
tie ministry deemed it wise lo an-
nognee it, and there was a shaking up
in conseqnence.

Minister Gibson promptly denied the
truth of The Advertiser story, brand-
ing it as n falsehood and the names
attached to the published treaty
The Advertiser simply wait.
sOme-

as

forgeries. \
ed for time to prove it Tight,
thing it had done before and has done
sinee.

The Hawaiian Hansard
dav. Mav 135, 1886, contains ¥ae fol
" in reference to the treaty and

far Satur-
lowing
Tearl Harbor:

Knew Too Much Even Then.
to make a

in

sEMinister Giibsom TOSE®
whieh

r Yesdtam
] he ) ution
ance with the purport of the resolution

statement would be accord-
before the assembly on a former day.
tatement he would make had
al-

and the
a particular réference fo A treaty
leged have been prepared at Wash-
ington. one of the provisions of whieh
of Fearl Harbor to
The draft of treaty

in the supplement to the P.

involved 4 cession
Unat
published

C. Advert

leney stated

the ed States,

<or this morning, His Excel-
emphatically 1s a pure -
vention, & The
1. T. Frehinghuvsen and H. Al
o+ appended to it, His Exeellency has
'I‘ll.-' OTig

false hood. NAMmMmes of

P. Car

be a forgery.

sent

he treaty donvention

v ratification was held

t 94 i L

1 | s¢ with the remark thart
f the ot of Pear] Har-

¢ existe in it, and aiso that the new

1 « s eontinpation of the old
W nodifieation. His Execllency
ead despatches of Mareil
< and April 27, from Hon. Mr, Carfer
Was gton, with a telegram of Ma

dleoram reads: *Bavard

that alleged ar

- - ity in he senate w |
wiedees r ¢on 11T h
edg
;| " y not will be taken

Think treaty can be mam

with eare and prude

tion of Rep.

[that the information just given by the
| Minister be and
| throughout the Kingdom, a long dis-
ensued, in which the
Paehaole, Kaunamana, Thurs-
i ton, Baker, Palohau, Mahala and Cas-
tle took part.

“{Rep. Castle moved that the report-

printed cirenlated

cus=ion mMover,
Messrs,

wished to use them.

Report Would Not Down.

There were those in those days who
had faith in The Advertiser, however,
and in spite of Gibson's vigorous de-
nials, the matter of Pearl Harbor per-
sisted in coming up. This led to an-
other denial in the assembly, on Tues-
day, June 15, of the same year. Of
this, the Hansard says:

Really, Nothing in It,

‘‘Rep. Kaulukou presented a resolu-
tion as follows: Whereas, There are

they

ers have access to the documents if|
Carried.””" |

fresh reports current that the Govern-
ment of the United States is endeavor-

ing to negotinte a new treaty with the

Hawaiian Government on the basis of|

| the cession of Pearl Harbor to the for-
| mer government and that it is being
kept secret, therefore resolved, that the
minister of foreign affairs state to this
assembly whether these reports be true
or not. He mentioned rumors of def-
inite information from Washington
having been shown to various promi-
nent residents and said it was the duty

of mnobles and representatives to
jealously guard the independence of the
kingdom as recognized by
tain, France and the United States. If
they eould not retain the treaty with-
out the cession of Pearl Harbor they
had better do without the treaty, Once

it eame to the notice of Germany, Eng-
‘ land and Franee that the United States
these

| was seeking this advantage,

yreat Bri-|

| Powers would interfere and

10 _ef-.i< it

Kingdom might

i

this become involved

in serious eomplications,

**Rep. Kalua reverted to a similar
resolution sometime ago snswered sat-
isfaetorily by the minister of foreign
affairs and held that the ministry hav-
ing the confidence of the legislature
should be entrusted with the care of
the kingdom's independence. He there-
fore moved that the resolytion be in-
| definitely postponed.

{ “*The resolution passed.

““ Minister (Gibson said he would state
all be knew as to the foundation there
was for the rumors referred to. There
was no further official information from
Hig Majesty 's Envoy at Washington in
reference to the treaty negotiations
sinee the speaker’s answer to a pre-
vions resolution of the assembly. But
he had this to say in addition, that
His Majesty s Envoy, repeating his for-

mer statement

that
Washington,

the administration
President (_.]l.;\'(‘:.{lﬂ\l,
Secretary Bayard and other members
{of the cabinet are uniform in their ex-
preéssion that they desire no amendment
{to the old treaty. That they do not
{Propose any mew negotiation, any fur
| ther eoncession on the part of Hawaii
in order to obtain a new treatv. The
Washington government are in favor
of a new treaty without further conces-
sions. But he must state in the way
of replying fully to the resolution that
whilst there are no further informa-
|tions from the government there was
from His Majesty's Envoy that in con-
sequence of pressure from here there
was a great deal of diseussion amongst
senators and the senate is the body
| that has most to do with the passage of
|treaties, There was a proposition from
| the senate that there should be a spe-
{cial concession, namely, the cession of

| Pearl Harbor, he could assure
the assembly the government at Wash

ington was not in faver of and whiekh
His Majesty's Envoy had been instrue-
|ted to state that this government wonld
not entertain for & moment. There
{had been further discussion about limit-
| ed possession of Pearl Harbor, sueh as
| by lease, but His Majesty 's Envoy had
been imstructed, and further instrme-
(tions to the same effeet were going by
!mdu_vmnil. that whilst the Hawalian
Government recognizes the United
States as our nearest neighbor and one
of our best friends and expresses its
desire to maintain intact the present
ocrdial relations between the two gow-
ernments, yet His Majesty's Envoy was
instructed to say that to accommodate
this great neighbor and friend we could
not concede to her more than we could
to any other great Power and would
not conscant to her receiving any special

which

ALL AMERICA EXPRESSES APPROVAL

Worth Many Dreadnoughts.

New York Times—By bringing the
Pacifie naval base back toethe Hawaiian
Islands the efficiency of the fleet in
case of sudden war is further increased
so far as the protection of that base
is concerned by the fact that Pearl
Harbor can be reached from Paunama
in eight days’ sailing, while it would
tuke the fleet twenty-eight days at best
to get to Subig Bay. That is a differ-
ence that might settle the result of a

war and the destiny of a nation,

Jhe President considers the Panama
Canal as the key to our supremacy in
the Pacifie, and with a naval base at
Pearl Harbor the power of that fleet
in the matter of coaling facility, steam-
ing radius, equipment, ordnance, and

military integrity in either defensive
or offensive operation practieally
doubled. Thus if the canal multiplies

our naval strength by two the selection
of P'earl Harbor as the naval base has
again multiplied the power of the fleet.
In that view of it the stroke of the
pen that eoncentrates expenditure and
work at that point is the equivalent of
many dreadnoughts and thousands of
men, It makes us the leading naval
power in the world so far as the Pacific
goes,

The wvuluernbie feature of the pro-
posed base appears to the rear on the
northern side of the island of Oahu,
Here is a long streteh of sloping coun-
tryv, where a landing would be attempt-
ed. On the northeastern side of the
island is a range” of mountains 3000
feet high; on the southwestefn side is
another range 4000 feet high. There

counld be held with field artillery against
great odds. The point of attack would
be the streteh of seashore to the north
west abont 20 miles wide from Kaena
PPoint. The water runs out at a very
gradual increase of depth and presents
a very favorahle opportunity for at
tack.

It would take a mobile army to de-
fend the place, in war, at least 40,000
men, Even in peaee, to provide against
emergency, there should be quarters and
equipment for ten or twelve thousand
men there. The island railroad mins
down the valley to the central point
of the shore, and makes it possible to
supply an army there in exeellent man
ner.

Probably the plan that will ba deeid
ed on for the defenze of this region
will be to place at intervals along the
shore mortar batteries that could stand
off a naval attack. Twelve-inch mor-
tars firing high explosive projectiles
and siege guns throwing the new shrap
nel would make it no place for disereet
=ailormen or foot s-nl-!ivr.v intent on
landing. =

None Too Soon.
Brookivn Eagle—The fortification of

Pearl Harbor and its equipment with
adequate docking facilities are under

cannot elose our eves to the possibility
of war. Should the latter unhappily
disturb the good relations now existing
between ourselves and all of the other
nations sharing in the commerce of the
Pacifie. the knowledge that the Navy
has an impregnable stronghold in Ha-
waii will bave a reassuring effect on
the public mind.

Commends Itself to Common Sense.

Boston Post—The ehoice of Pearl
Harbor, Hawail, a= the naval base of
the United States in the Pacifie eom-
mends itself to the common sense of

sivilians as a desirable compromise be-
tween the armiy and navy members of
the board which decides such
It is surely pref

Philij
{ing the oeean in all directi

ior advantages in dgpth

matters.

rable to any loeation

n the pines hecause more surely

tion of doeks for the 1
will he

Commercial

ir vessels whieh

the largest
will add to the equi;g
for the ¢

the

ment
rises of peace
of war.

o States
s well as negessities
Pearl Harbor and Philippines.
Tribune—The

ist been reached

Provid 15101

whiech i earT
Hart in the Hawalian lands shall
be the main strategic base between the
.9 Pacific (Cnast of the U an
the Pacifie Coas i I
cAsioning ¢ ong

are few passes in these ranges and they |

taken none too soon. No human pre
science ean tell what the future may
hold in store for us in the farther |
facific. We hope for peace, but we

the antiimperialists. They have been
assured, they declare, that the prin-
eipal reason for holding on to the Phil-
ippines was to furnish this country
with a naval and military base in the
Orient, and now it appears that all that
talk was humbug.

That may be perfeetly true, and if
any such plea has been made by the
government, which is the only respon-
sible party, it certainly was humbug;
there was no necessity for it, if it ean
be said that there is ever necessity for
humbug. Ot any rate, the main reason
for holding on to the archipelago in
question has always been that there
was no honorable way of letting go of
if.

Nothing Personal.

(hicago Daily News:—Pearl Harbor,
Hawaiian Islands, is to be decorated
wifh fourteen-ineh gumns and similar
ornaments, If the natives of Tahiti
or Rarotonga choose to see anything
personal in this they are, of eourse, at
liberty to do so.

A Natural Outpost.
Cleveland Plain Dealer—*One hax
the advantages of Pearl Harbor as a
naval base in case of war. It is loea-
ted as a natoral outpost. From ifs
strong position a fleet could dash in any
direction on its mission of destruction,
Now that it has been decided to fortify
the Panama Canal, Pearl Harbor is well
located to gnard its Pacific approach.*’

Pacific Fleet's Haven.

Omaha Daily Bee—'* Maintenance of
Olongapo as a Philippine repair station
and development of a great naval hase
at Pearl Harhor should enable us to
look after our interests in the Paeifie
to the possible advantage, and

boest

but to glanee at a map to understand |

and navy men may disagree about the
best method of defending the Philip-
pines, they concur in the view that
Pearl Harbor is invaluable as the site
of a naval base in the Pacifie. * * *
The manifest duty of econgress is to
spare no expense in making Pearl Har-
bor the impregnable naval buse that
the destiny of the United States re-
quires it to be."’

Eey to the Pacific,

Philadelphia Record—*‘The estab-
lishment of a great naval base at Pearl
Harbor would be in line with a wise
policy of concentration for defense,
The Hawaiias group may with good
right be called the ‘Key of the Pa-
cific.’ Instead of being seven thou-
sand miles from our coast, as is the
Philippine arehipelago, the Hawaiian
group is but one thousand miles away.
{ A strong fleet stationed there would
make an oversea attack on anv part of
the Ameriean coast from Unalaska
| down to Panama too dangerous to be
| attempted.”’

8pare No Cost.

Washington Star:—“*The President’s
| decision has finally been rendered in
| favor of the more central position, on
the ground that from the Hawaiian
| base the navy ean be maintained for
; purposes of mainland defense as well
;a8 insular proteetion, This eonclusion
| having fully been reached it should be
| the poliey of the government to proceed
j\'ip;nt'ﬂl.lﬁl_\' with the development of
| Pearl Harbor as the most perfeetly
 equipped and securely fortified nawval
{ ba=e in the world. Half way measures
| are futile and costly.”’

, Not the Only Base Needed.

|  Baltimore American:—* ‘It is most

e _—

congress may be depended on to take
the neeessary steps to make Pearl Har-
bor the haven of the Pacifie fleet.'’
Protection for Billions.
Washington Star—The interests de

pendent upon the maintenanee of an
effoetive outpost are too wvasl for so
called economy to play a part in the

preparation. The expenditure at Pearl
Harhor of millions will be an insnrane»
guarantee for the proteetion of billions
in national values.
Most Fortunately Situated.

Brooklyvn Standard Union—The Ha-
| watian Islands are most fortunately sit-
| pated for strategie purposes. They are
| the only important group within two
| thousand miles of the eanal on the Pa-

vific side. and are nearlyv midway be-
{ tween the United 8 s and the Phil-
[ ippix Completely izolated from all
| foreign naval bases, the TTni

ted States a peculiarly
from which to
With 1'-‘f_|'j ”"r'!n-r adan

the wa

trong [-ln.ET-gt-n
in the Pacifie.

1D a< nlanned

4! + ¥ i 1]

operate

bat of ths

1'..1.1' more urgent,
Would Spare No Expense.
New York Sup—**

Sharply as

army i ¢

We may not retain them permanently;
vet if we are to retain them, the Ha-
wailian Islands will afford always an
intermediate station. If we shall, some-
time, (when we can) quit the Philip-
pines, still the Hawaiian naval station
will be advantageons, for supervision
tand protection of our Pacific Ocean and
oriental commerce., The position of Ha-
waii, for use as a naval and commer.
cial outpost in the great Pacific Ocean,
is unique; for all our Pacific commerce
{ may be sheltered by it. Not omnly so,
but what is still more important, from
our Hawaiian naval station any enemy
may be intercepted in an attack di-
rected against the Pacifie Coast of the
[ United States. * * * The Uni-
ted States needs this naval outpost in
the Paecifie. It is indispensable as Gi-
braltar is to the British Empire. De-
pendence on human kindness and the
brotherhood of man never yet protect-
ed a nation, nor ever will—unless, in-
deed, it is a small nation protected by
the rivalry of greater, vet likely to be
overrun by one and another, as Hol-
land, Belgium and Ttaly heretofore
have been. Our Pacific States should
stand as a unit, not only for fortifica.
tion of their own coasts and ports, hut
for establishment and maintenance of
a great maval base in the Hawaiian
[slands. Namby-pamby philogophy or
philanthropy never yet was good for
defense—unless backed and supported
hy something an enemy eould not laugh

at,
Expected Surprise.
Philadelphia Public Ledger:—The
choice of Pearl Harbor as the naval

base in the Pacific has come as a sur-
prise in army and navy eireles, but,
as one prominent officer remarked when
he heard the news, ‘‘It is a sorprise
that we ought to have expected.”’

Guards Pacific Peace,

Cincinnati Enguirer—The selection of
Pearl Harbor as our principal naval
base in the Pacific is a wise one, and
President Taft's action will be approv-
¢d by not only the military and naval
vtpr}:s, hut i-_\' the entire ;ml'-u]a!inn
of the United Siates,

This loeation gives our fleels in the
Pacifie the same advantage of position
as is enjoved by Great Britain at
Malta ns far as the Mediterranean Sea
is e¢oncerned.

Bu: it i= a safer base than is Malta
v reason of its greater distanee from
the base of operations of the navy of
anv foreign nation,

France could strike at
Toulon, [taly from Veniee,
Trieste, all three
eoulid, if ergaged in hostihities with
FEngland, mass their fleets hefore Malta
within 48 bours after opening of hos
tilities.

Not with Pearl Harbor. Hostile

Malta from
Anstria
combined

from O

i

‘amrnriun:no that the country does not |
maintain a fleet in the Paeifie waters |
I::dc-qu:nv to any occasion that may
arise, The creating of a great base
jat that point mayv be apon
i}rn’wﬂin;_f the full recognition of the
{ naval needs of the Pucific, and that in |
| of the next few vears that
| body of water will have permanently |
Iim':th*-i upon it a fleet as large as the
i one that [-:15-\-0!] through the Pacific on
|its world tour.*’ {
|'

|

looked as

the eonrse

Its Strategic Value,

Pittsburg Dispateh:—**It has been
argued that in ease of war instead of
being of value to this eountry ir
‘Philippine ontpost® in  the Pacifie

This vie

]n'ﬂl_'l ;“'a'-a-:u‘r--[ at la=

woilld really be a weakness,

to have

L ars

by the military experts who were 8o
ANXions te spend millions there on de
fensive work=s. On the othe: ar
base at Pearl Harbor
strategi I .
ol The ieine cOax n T
h ppines themsely s,
Guard Pacific's Peace.
Cincinnati Enquirer:—**The s« !
nf Pearl Harbor as our prineipal naval
hinss n the Paecific is &8 wis b indg

| for

fleets from mno foreign base of opera-
could reach it in less than a week
davs, and a siege or blockade
anv length of time would nn
1'|1|--'--:'J-i3:'._\' so far from supplies and

tinns
ir ten
e

TEpairs,

The American ]-F-nl-io' want the work
well done, thoroughly done and com
what it may, and
done aAs H;I!‘l“lil\\' ns 1t

in the very best }r'rh‘l!‘}"

pietely done, cost
expect
can be done

manner

Iney

Magnificent Rendezvous.

Rochester Chroniele—* ¢ Pearl Harbor,
in the midpacific. mar be made casil)
A m .-rv:_t'..-'-'_-r rendezvous for the Aner

an ¥ BYVY that ocean " & 9 A
as ver boeomes of the Philig
[ = ¢ has b ' feeided to
:»- yhlis L grea | base st Pearl
Hurbor nd t fartif hat it will be

raet ] HEregus The wisdom

! an b ars th
< « the sitnation th
Haw 4 itunte
- 11 1 - T !l v
- T o4 e i - al
- I--' I 4 1 L] 1 -1

' \n ' e Pacifi
1 g ; f
4 L ntr W
| et o

-

privilege in Pearl Harbor or any other
harbor of the kingdom excopt as =
general privilege to be shared by other
Powers as well. He begged to say that
he knew nothing of any private corre-
spondence except this and thero was &
pressure of opinion going from here to
determine opinion in Washington, but
he would state that from his own point
of view there was nothing whatever
to apprehend with regard to the Gov-
ernment of the United States. There
came from that government continued
assurances of cordial and friendly re-
gard and of a determination to eom-
tinue friendly relations with this king-
dom. BSuch was the assurance from her
seeretary of state that the government
desired no trammel to be imposed om
this kingdom. Whatever opinions there
might be here or at Washington there
was no oceasion for the anxiety that
had been ereated in Europe by reports
of mew npegotintions, There was ne
ground for apprehension and the Uni-
ted States continued to be friendly."

The Advertiser Vindicated.

Then, in November, 1887, came the
signing of the treaty renewal, which
contained the Poarl Harbor elause ex-
actly as it had been printed in The
Advertiser over a year previously. This
treaty gave the United States.

“ &« * *® The exclusive right to
enter the harbor of Pearl River, in the
Taland of Oabu, and to establish and
maintain there a coaling and repair
station for the use of wvesscls of the
United States, and to that end the

United States may improve the en-
trance of said harbor and do all things
needful to the purpose aforesaid.’’

Long Delayed, But Coming.

Sinee the siguiag of tms treaty,
Pearl Harbor has been the subjeet of
numerous  reports, recommendations,
snggestions and ideas by ofticinl afier
official. The value of the harbor has
uever been denied, but the work of ae-
tually making it of use was delayed
through year after year. That delay
has now come to an end, Pear]l Harbor
is about to be what the prophetie pen
of a British naval offieer annonnced
over a hundred vears ago it woulid be
‘“the great naval Lase of the Pacifie
ceean,'?

Becretary of War's Report.

What this will mean js given best
in the latest report made npon the sub-
ject, that of the secretury of wur for
the year 1909, which says:

““The ecompletion of forfifieation
projects of the Philippines, Honoldlu,
and P'earl Harhor, the strategic value of
which excecds that of other iocalities
in the insular possessions, will require
an additional expenditure of only $4.-
85,4534, Estimates for $3,655.540 have
been submitted to congress for appro-
printions to compléte the most urgent
part of this work, and it is earnestly
hoped that the necessary npprnpriatioﬂn
will be made at the coming session of
CONPTOsS,

““In previous reports of the depart-
ment the necessity has been pointed
out for having troops of the mobile
army as ‘const artillery supports’; thax
15, to defend the rear of the forts from
attuck by the enemy which may be
landed from hostile ships for the por-
pose of muking sueh attaek while the
hips are engaging the forts in front.
The need for for this purpose
is most pressing for the specessful de-

troons

fense of the Island of Ouaha, Hawaii.
The fortifien’ion of this Island and
the constrpetion of a4 naval base there-

m are estimated to involve an ultimate

expenditure of about £13,000,000, Con-
g1 alremly approprianted £3,000,
L L fortification work here, nearly
al whieh hax bLeen expended, a nd
w ¢ these fortifleations will bhe suffi
t to proteet the naval base and Ho-
om purely naval attacks, they
uariy volnerable to  attack
rear I. b n'"'“":i.?".'v' .'ip""_-'
sary that a large permanent gartrison
et e maintsined jn the [sland to
furnizh regular troops which in addi-
tion to the militin of Cab 1, will he
reauITy as supports for the fortifiea
t "-. 5 The chief of 5T art Hery ron-
8 tne (1 reas o 1he mobile
vy for this 1 T e £ ng roent ne tor
ake It the mos T - i e
L o i o g ‘ United
~iates
“Te 18 emons'rated by fur
; erience in t tion of sen-
axt foartifieations i =~tates
that nrov on for sheltenmng the troops
that are to man the guns should pro-
eed hand ir vith 1hie construction




